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I. Course Summary 
 
 
Why American Government?  

• A graduation requirement!  
• To be a knowledgeable and informed voter and citizen!  

 
 
Students in U.S. Government pursue in-depth study of civic skills, civic values 
and principles of democracy, rights and responsibilities, and governmental 
institutions and political processes to equip them with the knowledge and skills 
required for success in post-secondary education (i.e., freshman level courses), 
the skilled workplace and civic life.  
 
Students who participate in the Marshall Brennan program will be writing a legal 
brief. 
 
U.S. Government, .5 credits, one semester 
 
 
 

 
II.  Standards, Units and Standards Covered: 
Quarter 1 
Unit 1: Fundamental Principles 
Priority: 9.1.2.2.2, 9.1.4.6.1, 9.1.5.10.1 
Learning Targets for Benchmark Assessment 
* I can explain popular sovereignty. 
* I can explain the role of popular sovereignty in our Constitution. 
* I can explain American Indian sovereignty. 
 
Learning and assessments are aligned to unit Essential Questions 
* How is popular sovereignty articulated in the founding documents? 
* What is a constitution?  How does our Constitution divide power? 
* How are American Indian Nations sovereign? 
 
 



Unit 2: Branches of Government 
Priority: 9.1.4.6.2, 9.1.4.6.3, 9.1.4.6.4 
Learning Targets for Benchmark Assessment 
* I can explain the legislative branch, 
* I can explain the executive branch 
* I can explain the Supreme Court and judicial branch. 
 
Learning and assessments are aligned to unit Essential Questions 
* How does the legislative branch function? 
* How does the executive branch function? 
* How has the role of the Supreme Court shaped our country? 
 
Unit 3: Rights I 
Priority: 9.1.3.5.1, 9.1.3.5.2, 9.1.3.4.1, 9.1.3.4.2 
Learning Targets for Benchmark Assessment 
* I can define citizenship, naturalization and the responsibilities of citizenship. 
* I can explain freedom of expression. 
* I can explain how Supreme Court rulings have affected First Amendment rights. 
 
Learning and assessments are aligned to unit Essential Questions 
* What does it mean to be an American citizen?  How does someone become an 
American citizen? 
* What are the limits of free expression? 
* How are our First Amendment rights affected by laws and the courts? 
 
Quarter 2 
Unit 4: Rights II 
Priority: 9.1.3.4.3, 9.1.3.4.4 
Learning Targets for Benchmark Assessment 
* I can explain the purpose of the Bill of Rights 
* I can explain how the Supreme Court rulings have affected our rights. 
 
Learning and assessments are aligned to unit Essential Questions 
* How does the Bill of Rights protect citizens from the Government? 
* How have Supreme Court interpretations affected the application of rights? 
 
Unit 5: Civic Participation and Engagement 
Priority: 9.1.1.1.1, 9.1.1.1.2, 9.1.1.1.3 
Learning Targets for Benchmark Assessment 
* I can demonstrate how to evaluate a resource. 
* I can explain how the elections work. 
* I can evaluate the role of the media in elections. 
 
Learning and assessments are aligned to unit Essential Questions 
* How do you evaluate resources for validity? 
* How does the election process work in U.S. democracy? 



* How do we evaluate candidates and issues for truth? 
 
Unit 6: Foreign Policy 
Priority: 9.1.5.10.2, 9.1.5.10.3, 9.1.5.11.1, 9.1.5.11.2, 9.1.5.12.1  
 
Learning Targets for Benchmark Assessment 
* I can demonstrate how the United States uses diplomats and international 
organizations to achieve its foreign policy ends 
* I can provide examples of United States success and failure in influencing 
affairs in other countries 
* I can explain the purpose and role of the U.S. armed forces in supporting 
American policy 
* I can analyze political systems in a number of ways (e.g. republics, 
dictatorships, parliamentary governments, federal systems) 
 
Learning and assessments are aligned to unit Essential Questions 
* What are various ways in which the U.S. government promotes its foreign 
policy around the world?      
* What reasons can be given for and against the United States maintaining a 
leadership role in international events? 
* How are governments in the world classified according to their political 
systems? (e.g.. republics, federal systems, parliamentary systems) 
 

 
III. Texts  
History Alive! Pursuing American Ideals; Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (outside 
readings, primary resources)  

IV.  Methodology 

Throughout this year, the areas of interactions will draw on students’ knowledge 
and experiences to make connections to the real world. Students will develop 
their approaches to learning through communication, research, building 
technical and critical thinking skills, and working collaboratively. Students will 
understand community and service by examining the Civil Rights Movement 
and how it broke down social and legal barriers. By looking at the government’s 
response to the Great Depression students will under the importance of 
resources and their environment? Through human ingenuity students will 
understand how and why our government created? The importance of thought, 
change, and action, during the Progressive Movement, will reflect health and 
social education.  

V. Methods of assessment  

Students will engage in a summative assessment for each unit, which will show 
knowledge of the content studied. Examples of summative assessment can 
include: exams, projects, research papers, essays, case studies, and 



presentations and primary document analysis. Summative assessments will 
represent 70% of the total student grade for each semester of the course. 
Students will also engage in formative assessments for each unit, which will help 
students develop skills and knowledge, and indicate progress toward the 
summative assessments given. Examples of formative assessment can include 
questions, notes, readings, homework, smaller in-class assignments, and graphic 
organizers, quick writes, and quizzes. Formative assessments will represent 30% 
of the total student grade for each quarter of the course. (Please refer to the 
“Highland Park Senior High School Grading Policy” for further information).  

VI. Grading and Reporting  

Grading Scale, Make Up Work, and Late Work  

(Please refer to the “Highland Park Senior High School Grading Policy” for further 
information).  

Homework Expectations:  Homework is expected to be completed for this class. 
Students will have approximately 2-4 hours of homework per week. Homework 
consists of studying, researching, completing notes, study guides, projects, etc.  

Cheating, Plagiarizing, Stealing, Etc.:  Cheating, assisting with cheating, 
plagiarizing (intentionally or unintentionally), stealing, and defacing property are 
not tolerated and will be dealt with as directed by school policy (see student 
handbook). All work (ex: study guides, papers, projects, etc.) is to be done 
individually unless otherwise noted by the teacher.  

Extra Credit:  Extra Credit is not available in this course.  

Extra Assistance:  I am available to help students most mornings before school 
by appointment. Please let me know when you would like to meet for assistance 
or to make up work.  

Additional Expectations  

Class Expectations:  

Safe, Respectful, and Responsible  

It is important that each student comes to class on time each day prepared to 
learn, work hard, participate, help other students, and advocate for him/herself 
when help is needed. Additionally, it is important to be organized, proactive, 
mature, and to have a good attitude.  

	  
 


